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Summary: The William Lyons (1776-1849) conchological collection 

in the Tenby Museum and Art Gallery is one of the few from the ear-

ly 19th century to survive intact and is the oldest natural history col-

lection in Wales. Lyons was recognised in three eponyms, the mol-

luscan genus Lyonsia and the molluscan species Trochus lyonsii, and 

the barnacle Conia lyonsii. His collection was extensively cited in the 

works of Forbes and Hanley, J.G. Jeffreys and Captain T. Brown. 

Lyons corresponded and received shells from his contemporaries 

who include Colonel G. Montagu; W. Turton; J.S. Miller; Lieutenant 

General R. Bingham; Reverend W. Bingley; T. Walcott; Miss Puxley; 

Miss Pocock and T. Rackett; brief biographies of each are given. 

Examples of the labels and handwriting of the collectors are illus-

trated. Type and possible type material is recognized for the follo-

wing species: Acanthochitona discrepans Brown, 1827; 

Turritella (now Aclis) minor Brown, 1827; Pyramis crystallina Brown, 

1827 (now Hyala vitrea); Helix goodalli Miller, 1822 (now Opeas 

hannense); Helix (now Zenobiella) subrufescens J.S. Miller, 

1822; Physa alba Turton, 1825 (now Physa hypnorum); Helix 

scarburgensis Alder, 1830 (now Spermodea lamellata) and Voluta 

catenata Montagu, 1803 (now Gibberula catenata (Montagu, 1803). A 

manuscript in the hand of William Lyons entitled "A list of shells 

found on the sea shore at Tenby and Pembrokeshire" is presented 

and analysed. A brief family history of William Lyons is included.  
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Introduction 

During the first decades of the 19th century Wil-

liam Lyons (1776-1849) amassed a collection of 

British shells, mainly from around his home 

town of Tenby in south-west Wales. Although 

he did not contribute to the scientific literature, 

his collection was well known to his contempo-

raries with whom he corresponded and ex-

changed shells (Dean, 1936; Kennard, 1944). A 

portion, containing most of the land and fresh-

water shells, was reviewed by Kennard (1944) 

in which he recognized a number of secondary 

collectors such as Bingham, Bingley, Bean, 

Goodall and Miller and two lots of paratypes. 

Kennard's statement (1944: 75), ɈIt is of the 

greatest importance to ascertain what the pio-

neers meant by the names they usedɉ still holds 

true today and as was exemplified in the recent 

review of the Montagu collection (1803-1816) in 

the Exeter Museum by Oliver, Morgenroth & 

Salvador (2018). Since the review by Kennard 

the Lyons collection has received little atten-

tion and the marine portion has never been 

revised. A preliminary review indicated that 

the collection was no longer accessible physi-

cally nor were the associated data available in 

a useable format. A project was then put in 

place to research the collection, bring the data 

up to modern standards and to place the collec-

tion in modern storage. This paper summarises 

the contents of the collection, reports on speci-

mens of taxonomic significance, on the secon-

dary collectors and presents a brief biography 

of William Lyons. Also included in this paper is 

an assessment of a manuscript found in the 

Tenby Museum labelled "Shells of Tenby" not 

dated but in the handwriting of William Lyons. 

This item will be referred to as ɈLyons mssɉ 

throughout this paper.  

Acquisition history 

The collection was made, according to dates on 

the labels, between 1808 and 1831. William 

Lyons died in 1849 and the collection remained 

in the family home, at 5 Market Street, until 

1878. In March 1869 in a ɈProposal for a public 

museumɉ 1 Frederick Dyster (1800?-1893) des-

cribes Ɉ...the conchological collection of Miss 

Lyons as forming, if it could be transferred to 

this museum, a valuable nucleus for a really 

scientific collection...ɉ In 1878 the Tenby Mu-

seum (Fig. 1) was created and was given a 

lease for a property on Castle Hill, overlooking 

St Catherine's Island. In a letter, dated 1st April 

1878 2, Dr Dyster reported that it was being 

offered to the museum by Miss Lyons presu-

med to be Miss Jane Sarah Lyons (1805-1879) 

the eldest daughter or perhaps Sarah Alicia 

Lyons (1806-1885); and this was duly accepted. 

In 1885 conchological books belonging to Wil-
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Résumé : La collection conchyliologique de William Lyons (1776-1849) 

au Tenby Museum and Art Gallery est l'une des rares du début du 

XIXe siècle à avoir survécu intacte et est la plus ancienne collection 

d'histoire naturelle du pays de Galles. Lyons est reconnu dans trois épo-

nymes, les mollusques Lyonsia, Trochus lyonsii et le balane Conia 

lyonsii. Sa collection a été largement citée dans les ouvrages de Forbes 

et Hanley, J.G. Jeffreys et Capt. Brown. Lyons correspondait et recevait 

des coquilles de ses contemporains dont le colonel G. Montagu, 

W. Turton, J.S. Miller, le Lieutenant-Général R. Bingham, le Révérend 

W. Bingley, T. Walcott, Mlle Puxley, Mlle Pocock et T. Rackett ; de brèves 

biographies de chacun sont fournies. Les différentes étiquettes et écri-

tures des collectionneurs sont illustrées. Les types et le matériel possi-

blement typique sont reconnus pour les espèces sui-

vantes : Acanthochitona discrepans Brown, 1827 ; Turritella 

(act. Aclis) minor Brown, 1827; Pyramis crystallina Brown, 1827 

(act. Hyala vitrea) ; Helix goodalli Miller, 1822 (act. Opeas hannense) ; 

Helix (act. Zenobiella) subrufescens Miller, 1822 ; Physa alba Turton, 

1825 (act. Physa hypnorum) ; Helix scarburgensis Alder, 1830 

(act. Spermodea lamellata) et Voluta catenata Montagu, 1803 

(act. Gibberula catenata (Montagu, 1803). Un manuscrit de William 

Lyons intitulé "Une liste des coquilles trouvées au bord de la mer à 

Tenby et Pembrokeshire" est présentée et analysée. Une brève histoire 

familiale de William Lyons est incluse.  
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мΦ tǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 

ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢Ŝƴōȅ 

hōǎŜǊǾŜǊ му aŀǊŎƘ мусфΦ  

нΦ aƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜǎ 

ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƻŦ мǎǘ !ǇǊƛƭΣ мутуΣ 

¢Ŝƴōȅ aǳǎŜǳƳ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜΦ  

http://revue-colligo.fr/index.php?id=46#A1
http://revue-colligo.fr/index.php?id=46#A2
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liam Lyons but carrying the signature of C.A. 

Lyons (Catherine Ann Lyons (1798-1873) were 

donated to the Tenby Museum by a Miss Janet 

Lyons 3 (presumed to be a grand-daughter and 

child of Cdr William Lyons (1797-1878), the 

eldest son). It is interesting to note that a condi-

tion of the bequest was that Ɉthe original no-

menclature be preservedɉ something that was 

sadly not adhered to in the following years. 

There is no record of the size of the collection 

at that time and no register of its contents was 

made and no formal acquisition documenta-

tion was kept. Rather quickly it was decided to 

rearrange the shells and minutes of the Mu-

seum indicate that central to this was the Re-

verend C.M. Phelps. The Minutes indicate that 

the re-arrangement had begun by 1882 but in 

1890 it was reported that Phelps still had mu-

seum specimens in his possession and these 

were returned in 1891 4. Phelps died in 

1907 5 and we have no record of him com-

pleting the re-arrangement. He made his own 

collection which was acquired by Y.H. Mills of 

Haverfordwest and subsequently donated by 

him to the National Museum of Wales (NMW) 

in 1916. One lot in that collection contained a 

typical pale blue Lyons mount suggesting that 

Phelps had confused his collection with some 

of Lyons. Another local conchologist, a Mr Bar-

tlet Span, and one-time trustee of the Tenby 

Museum, was also enlisted 6 to help with the re-

arrangement. The Bartlet Span collection of 

some 5000 specimens was also donated to the 

NMW in 1915. Then in 1925 staff of the Zoology 

Department of the National Museum of Wales, 

including the conchologist J. Davy Dean, were 

requested to advise on the arrangement and 

display of the shells 7. Exactly what was done is 

unclear but correspondence with the NMW 

continued through to 1976. Alarmingly F.G. 

North , then Keeper of Geology in the NMW, in 

1939 suggested Ɉit would certainly be better to 

turn out some of the shells (displayed in Tenby 

museum) in order to accommodate fossilsɉ 8; 

what actually was done is not known. 

Throughout this period only J. Davy Dean and 

A.S. Kennard emphasised the historical impor-

tance of the Lyons collection. Despite all the 

correspondence about re-arrangement, no-one 

suggested cataloguing the collection or 

applying basic curatorial management prac-

tices to it. In 1980 the collection was removed 

from display and a team of volunteers was tas-

ked with data basing the specimens, using the 

collection management system Modes. The lack 

of conchological experience during this process 

did nothing to highlight the historic nature of 

the collection, and nor was the physical conser-

vation improved. Figures 2ɀ4 show the natural 

history gallery as it was in 1939 and the Lyons 

shells can be seen arranged on wooden slats in 

the cases. 

оΦ aƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜǎ 

ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƻŦ пǘƘ hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ 

муурΣ ¢Ŝƴōȅ aǳǎŜǳƳ 

!ǊŎƘƛǾŜΦ  

пΦ aƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜǎ 

ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƻŦ нтǘƘ !ǇǊƛƭΣ муунΤ 

нрǘƘ WǳƭȅΣ мууоΤ сǘƘ aŀȅ 

муурΥ нт bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ муфлΥ 

нрǘƘ !ǇǊƛƭ муфмΣ ¢Ŝƴōȅ 

aǳǎŜǳƳ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜΦ  

рΦ 5ŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ wŜǾ /ΦaΦ tƘŜƭǇǎΣ 

¢ƘŜ tŜƳōǊƻƪŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 

DǳŀǊŘƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ /ŀǊŘƛƎŀƴ 

wŜǇƻǊǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ мǎǘ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ 

мфлтΦ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ-ƭƛƴŜ ŀǘ 

ǘƘŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ƻŦ 

²ŀƭŜǎ- ƘǧǇǎΥκκ

ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊǎΦƭƛōǊŀǊȅΦǿŀƭŜǎκ

ǾƛŜǿκпнрммопκпнрммофκпрκ

tƘŜƭǇǎΦ  

сΦ aƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜǎ 

ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƻŦ ΚǘƘ hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ 

муфлΣ ¢Ŝƴōȅ aǳǎŜǳƳ 

!ǊŎƘƛǾŜΦ  

тΦ aƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜǎ 

ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƻŦ уǘƘ aŀȅΣ мфнрΣ 

¢Ŝƴōȅ aǳǎŜǳƳ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜΦ  

уΦ [ŜǧŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ CΦDΦ bƻǊǘƘ ǘƻ 

WΦ9Φ !ǊƴŜǧ ŘŀǘŜŘ уǘƘ aŀǊŎƘ 

мфоф ƛƴ ¢Ŝƴōȅ aǳǎŜǳƳ 

!ǊŎƘƛǾŜΦ  
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CƛƎǎ мςпΦ  

CƛƎΦ мΣ ¢Ŝƴōȅ aǳǎŜǳƳ ŀǎ ƛǘ 

ƛǎ ǘƻŘŀȅ ƻǾŜǊƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ {ǘ 

/ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜϥǎ LǎƭŀƴŘΦ  

CƛƎǎ нςпΣ ¢ƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ Ƙƛǎǘƻπ

Ǌȅ ƎŀƭƭŜǊȅ ƛƴ мфофΣ ǘƘŜ [ȅƻƴǎ 

ǎƘŜƭƭǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǧŀŎƘŜŘ 

ǘƻ ǿƻƻŘŜƴ ǎƭŀǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŎŀǎŜǎΤ мΣ ǿƛǘƘ aǊ 

tƘŜƭǇǎ όǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊύΤ нΣ ǿƛǘƘ 

WƻǎŜǇƘ !ǊƴŜǧΣ ƘƻƴƻǊŀǊȅ 

ŎǳǊŀǘƻǊΣ ǊŜǝǊŜŘ мфофΤ оΣ 

ǿƛǘƘ !ǊǘƘǳǊ [ŜŀŎƘΣ ƘƻƴƻǊŀπ

Ǌȅ ŎǳǊŀǘƻǊ όмфпл-мфррύΦ 

http://revue-colligo.fr/index.php?id=46#A3
http://revue-colligo.fr/index.php?id=46#A4
http://revue-colligo.fr/index.php?id=46#A5
http://revue-colligo.fr/index.php?id=46#A6
http://revue-colligo.fr/index.php?id=46#A7
http://revue-colligo.fr/index.php?id=46#A8
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Summary of the collection 

Today the collection consists of 340 lots of dry 

molluscan shells representing 216 species. The 

number of lots of the main categories are given 

in Table 1 along with the number of species 

represented. The Lyons list (Lyons mss) of Ten-

by shells gives 245 species but the disassocia-

tion of data has been such that only about one 

third of the lots now carries locality data. For 

the majority of specimens it can only be assu-

med that they came from Tenby. Seventy-four 

lots did not come from Tenby and among these 

21 came from Bear Haven, Bantry Bay in Ire-

land, 21 from the south coast of England, 12 

from Scarborough and 15 from Somerset. 

The marine shells in particular have been ex-

tensively used for exhibition and many have 

no direct attribution to Lyons in that they carry 

no original labels or mounts. Their provenance 

is only indicated by the addition of ɈLyons 

coll.ɉ, either in hand writing or as typed labels, 

by subsequent curators. The land and fresh-

water Mollusca examined by Kennard (1944) 

appear never to have been put on display or re-

arranged by Phelps. They retain the bulk of 

their original mounts and labels and include 

shells gifted to Lyons from other collectors and 

locations other than Tenby. It is likely that the 

origins of these shells outside of Tenby ex-

cluded them from the attention of Phelps and 

others who were focussed on displaying only 

shells from Tenby. The marine shells have 

been subjected to greater disturbance and a 

smaller proportion remain with their original 

mounts. 

The original Lyons mounts among the marine 

shells consist of small rectangular blocks co-

vered on their upper surfaces by coloured pa-

per of various shades (Fig. 5). At one time these 

blocks were attached to wooden slats for dis-

play and these slats contained the identifica-

tions (Fig. 5). The reverse is plain and carries 

the locality data in Lyons' hand but no identifi-

cations (Fig. 6), these have been added at a la-

ter date by subsequent researchers or curators. 

Remnants of adhesive remain on the reverse 

sides and often obscure the data. Larger shells 
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were completely removed from their original 

mounts and fixed directly onto wooden slats 

(Fig. 7). Their provenance may be a printed 

label or hand-written stating ɈLyons Collec-

tionɉ on the front of the slat or this information 

may be written on the reverse. 

Much of the material examined by Kennard 

(1944) was gifted to Lyons by his contempora-

ries and some retain the label styles of these 

collectors or have been remounted by Lyons 

himself. 

These appear not to have been on display and 

these will be considered separately under each 

secondary collector. 

Eponyms 

Lyonsia W. Turton, 1822 (Bivalvia, Pandoroi-

dea) (Fig. 8). Type species Mya striata Montagu, 

1816. 

Turton (1822: 34) wrote ɈWe have dedicated it 

to our worthy correspondent, Mr Lyons of Ten-

by, who first presented it to the notice of the Bri-

tish naturalist.ɉ 

The type species was described by Montagu 

(1816: 188) who also acknowledged Lyons by 

writing. ɈThis new and interesting species, it 

appears, was discovered by Mr Lyons in Tenby-

bay on the south coast of Wales, from whence 

specimens were sent to Mr Norris who obli-

gingly favoured me with that form from which 

the above description is taken; and I have been 

reassured by the Rev Mr Bingley that several 

more have been taken recently by the same gen-

tleman after a storm, which were all alive.ɉ For 

Norris see Appendix 3 and the Rev Mr Bingley 

is dealt with below. 

Lyonsiella G.O. Sars, 1872. 

This name is not directly linked to William 

Lyons but is simply a diminutive of Lyonsia.  

CƛƎΦ тΦ ²ƻƻŘŜƴ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǎƭŀǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ [ȅƻƴǎ ǎƘŜƭƭǎ ŬȄŜŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅΦ  

CƛƎΦ уΦ [ȅƻƴǎƛŀ ǎƘŜƭƭǎ ƛƴ [ȅƻƴǎ /ƻƭƭΦ ¢ŜƴōȅΦ  

¢9b.a мфуоΦптпл όон ƳƳύΦ  
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Trochus lyonsii Fleming, 1828 (Fig. 9) 

The name Trochus lyonsii has a varied attribu-

tion but nowhere was it formally described 

always being referred to as a white variety 

of Trochus zizyphinum first noticed by Leach. 

The name first appears in Leach's manuscript 

of his Molluscorum Britanniae Synopsis of 1816. 

Gray (1847) argued that Leach's names should 

be validated with the date 1818 but this was 

never accepted and Sherborn (1932) gave the 

date as 1847, which is the date of Gray's paper. 

MolluscaBase attributes the name to Leach in 

Gray, 1852 but this name does not appear in 

that publication. The name appears in McAn-

drew & Forbes (1847) and is referred to 

as Calliostoma zizyphinum var. lyonsii in 

Forbes & Hanley, 1850 [1853]. However Fle-

ming (1828: 323) mentions Leach's white varie-

ty of Trochus zizyphinum as T. lyonsii Leach 

and we argue that this predates all other publi-

cations and therefore Fleming takes priority.  

Conia lyonsii G. B.Sowerby I, 1823 (Fig. 10) 

Lyons included barnacles, worm tubes and 

larger foraminifera in his list but only mollusc 

shells are present in his extant collection. This 

species is cited in Lyons mss and was collected 

from the hull of a ship in Tenby and presuma-

bly sent to W.E. Leach for identification. It is 

now regarded as a junior synonym of the Ca-

ribbean Newmanella radiata (Bruguière, 1789). 

The previous two eponyms were originally 

given by W.E. Leach (Harrison & Smith, 2008) 

who during the period of 1815-1822 was the 

Keeper of Zoology in the Natural History Mu-

seum, London. Leach left his position following 

a nervous breakdown in 1822 and we have no 

direct archival evidence of correspondence 

between the two men. Neither publication 

mention William Lyons directly but Leach mss 

(in library of NMW) does cite material first col-

lected by Lyons. 

The marine molluscs not  
examined by Kennard (1944) 

An indication of the value of the Lyons collec-

tion to his contemporaries can be gleaned from 

the citations in some standard works of the era, 

primarily Forbes & Hanley (1848-1853) (Table 

2) and Jeffreys (1862-1869) (Table 3). Lyons is 

cited 32 times in Forbes and Hanley and 18 

times in Jeffreys. Both authors describe visiting 

the Lyons collection; (Forbes & Hanley, vol. 1: 

214) and (John Gwyn Jeffreys, vol. 4: 104). 

Lyons is also cited in Turton, 1822 and in 

Brown, 1827. 

½hh[hDL9 

CƛƎΦ фΦ /ŀƭƭƛƻǎǘƻƳŀ ȊƛȊȅǇƘƛƴǳƳ ǾŀǊ ƭȅƻƴǎƛƛ ƛƴ [ȅƻƴǎ /ƻƭƭΦ ¢ŜƴōȅΦ 

¢9b.a мфуоΦпрос όмт ƳƳύΦ  

CƛƎΦ млΦ /ƻƴƛŀ ƭȅƻƴǎƛƛ ǊŜǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ  

ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŬƎǳǊŜ ƻŦ DΦ.Φ {ƻǿŜǊōȅ LΣ муноΦ  

Volume Page Citation Name in citation Current name 
Museum 
number 

Vol. 1 p. 167 "Tenby (Lyons)" Mya truncata Mya truncata 83/4736 

Vol. 1 p. 214 "having examined Mr Lyons's own specimens" Lyonsia norvegica Lyonsia norvegica 83/4740 

Vol. 1 p. 234 "by Mr Lyons at Tenby" Thracia distorta Thracia distorta 83/4735 

Vol. 1 p. 273 "Tenby (Lyons), near Milford Haven (Lyons)" Psammobia vespertina Gari depressa 83/4719 

¢ŀōƭŜ нΦ [ƛǎǘ ƻŦ Ŏƛǘŀπ

ǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ [ȅƻƴǎ ƛƴ 

CƻǊōŜǎ ϧ IŀƴƭŜȅ  

όмупу-муроύΦ 

мŜǊŜ ǇŀǊǝŜΦ 



 но 

/ƻƭƭƛƎƻ о όмύ 
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Volume Page Citation Name in citation Current name 
Museum 
number 

Vol. 1 p. 276 "Tenby (Lyons)" Psammobia fervensis Gari fervensis 83/4720 

Vol. 1 p. 286 
"sandy beach about two miles from Tenby 
(Lyons)" 

Tellina fragilis Gastrana fragilis 83/4702 

Vol. 1 p. 289 "Tenby (Lyons)" Tellina crassa Arcopagia crassa 83/4706 

Vol. 1 p. 294 "Tenby (Lyons)" Tellina donacina Moerella donacina 83/4708 

Vol. 1 p. 299 "Tenby (Lyons + SH)" Tellina incarnata Bosemprella incarnata 83/4709 

Vol. 1 p. 376 
"Fishguard and Caldy Island in Pembro-
keshire (Lyons)" 

Lutraria oblonga Lutraria oblonga missing 

Vol. 1 p. 382 "Caldy Island near Tenby (Lyons)" Tapes perforans Venerupis corrugata 83/4602 

Vol. 1 p. 391 "Tenby (Lyons)" Tapes virginea Polititapes rhomboides 83/4705 

Vol. 1 p. 394 "Tenby (Lyons)" Tapes aurea Polititapes aureus 83/4706 

Vol. 2 p. 32 "Tenby (Lyons)" Cardium pygmaeum Parvicardium exiguum missing 

Vol. 2 p. 68 "Tenby (Lyons)" Diplodonta rotundata Diplodonta rotundata missing 

Vol. 2 p. 76 "Tenby (Lyons + SH)" Montacuta bidentata Kurtiella bidentata missing 

Vol. 2 p. 80 
"to the west of Manorbeer, in Pembrokes-
hire (Lyons)" 

Montacuta substriata Montacuta substriata missing 

Vol. 2 p. 83 "Tenby (Lyons)" Turtonia minuta Turtonia minuta missing 

Vol. 2 p. 93 
"Mr Lyons (of Tenby) acquired his speci-
mens from the coral-sand of Bantry Bay" 

Kellia nitida Hemilepton nitidum missing 

Vol. 2 p. 241 "Tenby and Milford Haven (Lyons)" Arca lactea Striarca lactea missing 

Vol. 2 p. 258 "Milford Haven (Lyons)" Pinna pectinata Atrina pectinata missing 

Vol. 2 p. 397 
"Found at Tenby, by Mr Lyons, according 
to Brown" 

Chiton discrepans 
Acanthochitona discre-
pans 

83/4588 

Vol. 2 p. 534 "Tenby (Lyons)" Trochus helicinus Margaritus helicinus missing 

Vol. 3 p. 75 "Tenby (Lyons)" Rissoa striatula Alvania carinata 83/4559 

Vol. 3 p. 122 "Tenby (Lyons)" Rissoa rubra Barleeia unifasciata missing 

Vol. 3 p. 129 "Tenby (Lyons)" Rissoa fulgida Eatonina fulgida missing 

Vol. 3 p. 140 "Laugharne (Lyons) Rissoa ventrosa Ecrobia ventrosa missing 

Vol. 3 p. 220 
"we are indebted to the late Mr Lyons of 
Tenby for the gift of some examples of this 
remarkable species" 

Aclis supranitida Aclis minor 83/4325-6 

Vol. 3 p. 357 "Tenby (Lyons)" Lamellaria perspicua Lamellaria perspicua 83/4454 

Vol. 3 p. 561 "Milford Haven (Lyons)" 
Pleurobranchus plumu-
la 

Berthella plumula missing 

Vol. 4 p. 271 "as found at Tenby by Mr Lyons" Turritella minor Aclis minor 83/4324 

Vol. 4 p. 469 "Tenby (Lyons)" Astarte triangularis Goodallia triangularis missing 

¢ŀōƭŜ нΦ [ƛǎǘ ƻŦ Ŏƛǘŀπ

ǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ [ȅƻƴǎ ƛƴ 

CƻǊōŜǎ ϧ IŀƴƭŜȅ  

όмупу-муроύΦ 

нŜƳŜ ǇŀǊǝŜΦ 
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Volume Page citation name in citation current name 
museum 
number 

Vol. 2 p. 195 "found by Lyons and Hanley at Tenby Lepton squamosum Lepton squamosum missing 

Vol. 2 p. 255 "by Lyons at Tenby" Diplodonta rotundata Diplodonta rotundata missing 

Vol. 2 p. 333 
"Mr Lyons told me that he had found it at 
Milford Haven" 

Venus chione Callista chione 83/4614 

Vol. 2 p. 350 "Tenby (Lyons)" Tapes aureus Polititapes aureus 83/4706 

Vol. 2 p. 368 "near Tenby (Lyons) Gastrana fragilis Gastrana fragilis 83/4702 

Vol. 2 p. 431 
"it is said that the late Mr Lyons found it in 
Pembrokeshire 

Lutraria oblonga Lutraria oblonga missing 

Vol. 3 p. 28 
"named after the late Mr W. Lyons, an 
active British conchologist" 

Lyonsia norvegica Lyonsia norvegica 83/4740 

Vol. 4 p. 6 "Tenby (Lyons)" Rissoa striatula Alvania carinata 83/4559 

Vol. 4 p. 44 "Mr Lyons noticed it at Tenby" Rissoa fulgida Eatonina fulgida missing 

Vol. 4 p.57 "Tenby (Lyons)" Barleeia rubra Barleeia unifasciata missing 

Vol. 4 p. 95 "Tenby (Lyons)" Scalaria trevelayana 
Epitonium trevelaya-
num 

missing 

Vol. 4 p. 104 
"Tenby (Lyons and J.G.J)" "This shell the 
type of which I examined in the collection 
of the late Mr Lyons, Tenby" 

Aclis supranitida Aclis minor 83/4325-6 

Vol. 4 p. 161 "Tenby (Lyons)" Odostomia scalaris Brachystomia scalaris 83/4304 

Vol. 4 p. 163 "Tenby (Lyons)" Odostomia rufa Pyrgiscus crenata 83/4350-1 

Vol. 4 p. 232 "Dover (Lyons fide Montagu)" Aedorbus subcarinatus Aedorbus subcarinatus missing 

Vol. 4 p. 317 "Tenby (Lyons)" Trophon muricatus 
Trophonopsis murica-
tus 

83/4444 

Vol. 4 p. 320 "Tenby (Lyons)" Trophon truncatus Boreotrophon truncatus 83/4445 

Vol. 4 p. 448 "Tenby (Lyons)" Philine scabra Philine scabra missing 

¢ŀōƭŜ оΦ [ƛǎǘ ƻŦ  

Ŏƛǘŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ [ȅƻƴǎ ƛƴ 

WŜũǊŜȅǎ όмусн-мусфύΦ 

The collection was visited by two persons who 

gave identifications by writing these on the 

reverse of the wooden blocks (Fig. 11). These 

identifications are often partly obscured by 

glue and were thus made before the collection 

was attached to the wooden slats as seen in the 

display cases and in Figure 5. The identifica-

tions written in a primitive style in pencil (top 

row) are by a person unknown to us but the 

handwriting on the bottom row is that of J.T. 

Marshall (1842-1922). Marshall (1893-1912) 

compiled a series of papers entitled ɈAdditions 

to British Conchologyɉ and one suspects that he 

was using the Lyons collection to verify re-

cords. We have no direct evidence from Tenby 

Museum archives of his visit.  

CƛƎΦ ммΦ [ȅƻƴǎ ōƭƻŎƪǎΦ 

¢ƻǇ Ǌƻǿ ŀƴƴƻǘŀǘŜŘ 

ǿƛǘƘ ƛŘŜƴǝŬŎŀǝƻƴǎ ƛƴ 

ǇŜƴŎƛƭ ƛƴ ŀƴ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ 

ƘŀƴŘΦ [ƻǿŜǊ Ǌƻǿ 

ŀƴƴƻǘŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛŘŜƴǝπ

ŬŎŀǝƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘ 

ƻŦ WΦ¢Φ aŀǊǎƘŀƭƭΦ 
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Capt. T. Brown 

Thomas Brown (1785-1862) was a Scottish na-

turalist and conchologist. He is best remem-

bered for his Illustrations of British Concholo-

gy (1827 and reprinted and expanded in 1844) 

in which he introduced many new genera and 

species, very few of which gained acceptance. 

He became curator of the Manchester Museum 

in 1840 but very little of his shell collection has 

been recognised (Jackson, 1944; McGhie, 2008). 

Brown is not mentioned in the labels of the 

Lyons collection but Brown does refer to shells 

in Lyons collection and having examined some, 

from which he described new species. For one 

species a lectotype has been chosen (Kaas, 

1985) but for others, type material has not been 

located although the species are represented in 

the collection. In Brown (1827, 1844) he refers 

to Lyons as George Lyons of Tenby, but this 

must be an error as there was no George Lyons 

living in Tenby at that time and none with a 

collection of shells from Tenby. 

Chiton discrepans Brown, 1827 

now Acanthochitona discrepans (Brown, 1827) 

(Fig. 12) 

Lectotype designation: Kaas (1985: 598ɀ602). 

Type material: 7 shells as Chiton discre-

pans formerly attached to a wooden slat but no 

original labelling. TENBM 1983.4588, det. 

Anon. Lectotype and 6 paralectotypes as illus-

trated by Kaas (1985). Kaas's figure numbers 

are linked to catalogue numbers as follows: fig. 

62 (lectotype) is #4588/1; fig. 61 is #4588/2; fig. 

60 is #4588/3; fig. 59 is #4588/4; fig. 65 is 

#4588/5; fig. 66 is #4588/6; fig. 67 is #4588/7. The 

undersides of these shells have remnants of the 

typical duck-egg blue card used by Lyons. 

Type locality: Tenby, Pembrokeshire, Wales, 

U.K. 

Type references: As Chiton discrepans 

Brown, 1827, pl. 35, fig. 20. As Chiton discre-

pans Brown, 1827, In Brown T. 1844: 65, pl. 21, 

fig. 20. 

CƛƎΦ мнΦ ¢ȅǇŜ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ /Ƙƛǘƻƴ ŘƛǎŎǊŜǇŀƴǎ .Ǌƻǿƴ мунтΣ ¢9b.aΥ мфуоΦпрууκмςтΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŬƎǳǊŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ YŀŀǎΣ мфурΣ ƴƻ сн ƛǎ [ŜŎǘƻǘȅǇŜΣ 

нмΦл ƳƳΦ LƴǎŜǊǘΥ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ .ǊƻǿƴΣ мунтΦ  
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1827 Description 

Several specimens of this new shell, as a British 

species, were sent to me by George Lyons, Esq. 

of Tenby Wales as the C. fascicularis, which 

shell, it would appear, is not known on that 

coast. 

1844 Description 

Shell much elongated, narrow, acutely cari-

nated; valves shield-shaped, and acutely 

pointed beneath; along the centre of the valves 

is a lance-shaped elevation, which is striated 

longitudinally; valves covered with strong, 

round, elevated regularly set papillae, except at 

the edges, which are plain; at the junction of 

each valve is a tuft of strong, straight, stiff 

bristles; whole margin beset with rather dis-

tant, very minute, grey hairs; valves generally 

of an orange-yellow; margin deep umber-

brown. This species differs from the preceding 

in being much more carinated, in the valves 

being a third narrower, in the fasciculi of 

bristles being shorter and more stunted, in the 

papillae being round instead of oval, and the 

whole shells being narrower in proportion to 

its length. Several specimens of this shell, new 

to the British Conchologist, were sent to me 

from George Lyons, Esq, of Tenby, Wales, 

where it is common and where it was mistaken 

for the C. fascicularis. 

Turritella minor Brown, 1827 now  

Aclis minor (Brown, 1827) (Fig. 13) 

Type material: Syntypes: 4 shells as Aclis su-

pranitida S.V. Wood, 1842 Found in sand from 

the South Sands, 1808. TENB 1983.4325, det. J.T. 

Marshall. 

Type locality: South Sands, Tenby, Pembrokes-

hire, Wales, UK approx. 51.66°N 4.71°W 

Type references: As Turritella minor Brown, 

1827: pl. 51, figs 57, 58. As Turritella mi-

nor Brown In Brown T. 1844: 9, pl. 8, figs 57, 

58. 

1827 Description 

Turritella minor ɀ A new species. Found at Ten-

by by George Lyons Esq ɀ In his cabinet 

1844 Description 

Shell acute; with fifteen well defined, rounded, 

somewhat short volutions, tapering to a sharp 

point, covered with very fine, regular, spiral 

striae; aperture subrotund; outer lip thin. 

Length three-eighths of an inch, breadth not an 

inch. Found on the coast of Tenby, Wales, by 

George Lyons, Esq., Tenby and in his cabinet. 

½hh[hDL9 

CƛƎΦ моΦ !Ŏƭƛǎ ƳƛƴƻǊ ό.ǊƻǿƴΣ мунтύΦ όŀύ hǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŬƎǳǊŜǎ ƴƻǎ рт ŀƴŘ ру ŦǊƻƳ .ǊƻǿƴΣ мунтΦ όōύ wŜǾŜǊǎŜ ƻŦ [ȅƻƴǎ ōƭƻŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘȅǇŜ ƭƻŎŀƭƛπ

ǘȅΣ !Ŏƭƛǎ ǎǳǇǊŀƴƛǝŘŀ ŘŜǘΦ ōȅ WΦ¢Φ aŀǊǎƘŀƭƭΦ όŎύ {ȅƴǘȅǇŜ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ¢ǳǊǊƛǘŜƭƭŀ ƳƛƴƻǊ .ǊƻǿƴΣ мунтΣ ¢9b.a мфуоΦпонсκм-пΦ  
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No formal description was given in 1827, only 

illustrations. A brief description was given in 

1844 but was not regarded as sufficient by 

Forbes and Hanley (1853: 271) to distinguish it. 

They correctly point out the error in Brown's 

dimensions. Aclis minor is included in Forbes 

and Hanley (1850) but under Aclis supraniti-

da SV Wood where they acknowledge a gift of 

this species from Lyons. If these shells exist 

they may be regarded as part of the syntype 

series. 

Pyramis crystallinus Brown, 1827 now  

Hyala vitrea (Montagu, 1803) (Fig. 14) 

Type material: Possible syntypes, 8 shells at-

tached to a brick-red wooden block. ɈFound on 

the South Sands, June 1809ɉ in Lyons hand. 

TENBM 1983.4329/1-5. As Rissoa vitrea det. 

Anon. 4 separated off as 1983.4329/1ɀ4, 4 da-

maged shells attached to wood block as 

1983.4329/5. 

Type locality: South Sands, Tenby, Pembrokes-

hire, Wales, UK approx. 51.66°N 4.71°W 

Type references: As Pyramis crystalli-

nus Brown, T. (1827: pl. 50, fig. 76). 

As Pyramis crystallinus In Brown T. 1844: 13, 

pl. 9 fig. 76. 

This taxon is absent from modern databases 

but was considered to be a junior synonym 

of Rissoa vitrea (now Hyala vitrea) by both 

Forbes and Hanley (1853) and Jeffreys (1867). 

No specimens labelled as Pyramis crystalli-

nus or crystallinus are present but shells 

of Hyala vitrea are, under TENBM 1983.4329. 

1827 Description 

A new species. Found by George Lyons Esq. - In 

his cabinet. 

1844 Description 

Shell blueish white, with 5 glossy, very smooth, 

somewhat ventricose volutions; ending in a 

rather obtuse apex; body more than one and a 

half the length of the spire, and a little cylindri-

cal; aperture nearly orbicular; outer lip thin, 

smooth; pillar lip very slightly reflected on the 

columella. Length an eighth of an inch; breadth 

not half its length. Found at Tenby, by George 

Lyons, Esq., and in his Cabinet. 

Myatella montagui Brown, 1844 

Brown (1844) introduced the generic names 

Magdala and Myatella and the new 

species Myatella montagui but all are com-

pounded around Montagu's Mya stria-

ta and Lyonsia of Turton. Myatella montagui is 

credited to shells discovered in Tenby by Lyons 

but it is clear that these are the same shells 

described by Montagu as Mya striata. All the 

names here have been placed into the syno-

nymy of Lyonsia norvegica in MolluscaBase 

(2020). 

CƛƎΦ мпΦ tȅǊŀƳƛǎ ŎǊȅǎǘŀƭƭƛƴŀ .Ǌƻǿƴ мунт ƴƻǿ Iȅŀƭŀ ǾƛǘǊŜŀΣ όŀύ п ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭ ǎȅƴǘȅǇŜǎ ¢9b.a мфуоΦпонфκм-пΦ όōΣ Ŏύ у ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭ ǎȅƴǘȅǇŜǎ ŀǎ 

ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŀǧŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƻƻŘ ōƭƻŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻŎŀƭƛǘȅ Řŀǘŀ ƻƴ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŜΣ ¢9b.a мфуоΦпонфκр όŘύ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ .ǊƻǿƴΣ мунтΦ  
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Col. G. Montagu 

We already know that Lyons was acquainted 

with Col. George Montagu through the descrip-

tion of Mya (Lyonsia) striata. From annotations 

on the Lyons blocks (Fig. 15) we also know that 

Lyons received shells from Montagu and that 

Montagu identified shells for Lyons. The Lyons 

collection contains other shells that may have 

come from Montagu and may have some 

taxonomic significance. It is however unfortu-

nate that the disassociation of data from the 

shells within the Lyons collection has left this a 

matter of conjecture. 

Voluta catenata Montagu, 1803 now  

Gibberula catenata (Montagu, 1803)  (Fig. 16) 

Type material: Possible syntypes: 3 shells 

as Gibberula miliaris. TENB 1983.4515, det. 

Anon. 

Type locality: Cornwall (as given in Montagu, 

1803) 

Type references: As Voluta catenata 

Montagu, 1803: 236, pl. 6, figs 2. Montagu des-

cribed this species believing that his shells 

came from Cornwall (Oliver et al., 2017: 377). 

This is a Caribbean species and is one of the 

numerous erroneous additions made by Mon-

tagu to the British fauna (Oliver & Morgenroth, 

2018). Three shells agreeing entirely with those 

described by Montagu are present in the Lyons 

collection and one cannot but surmise that 

these came from Montagu. As no type material 

was found in Exeter or London (Oliver et al., 

2017) we suggest that the shells in the Lyons 

collection are possible syntypes and are treated 

here as such. 
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Helix detrita Montagu, 1803 now Drymaeus 
elongatus (Röding, 1798) TENBM 2001.192.02 

(Fig. 17). 

This is another neotropical shell described by 

Montagu as British (Oliver et al., 2017) and was 

given to Montagu by Mr Bryer who found it at 

Weymouth and Dorchester. The two shells in 

the Lyons collection match exactly and are la-

belled as coming from Dorsetshire, it seems 

plausible that Lyons's shells are part of the 

same lot seen by Montagu but from whom 

Lyons got them is not known. Dorsetshire loca-

lities in Montagu (1803; 1808) are frequently 

linked to a Mr Bryer and to a lesser extent a 

Miss Pocock who is more fully acknowledged 

by Donovan (1802: pl. 125). 

Miss Elizabeth Pocock 

Donovan (1802) says of Miss Pocock when des-

cribing Mactra glauca Ɉthe conchologist is 

indebted to Miss Pocock for the discovery of it 

on our shore. The attention with which this lady 

has honoured the science has not been rewarded 

by this new species only: we have been favoured 

with several others, besides many rare kinds 

that have been found by her on different parts of 

the sea-coast.ɉ 

A Miss Elizabeth Pocock is mentioned in J. So-

werby (1812: 14; 1818: 22) as donating shells 

from Marazion in Cornwall and therefore pro-

bably the same person. Turk (1979) suggested 

that this Miss Pocock may have been part of the 

family of Nicholas Pocock (artist, b. 1741) and 

brother of Nicholas Pocock (marine captain out 

of Cornwall from 1804-1811), but this is suppo-

sition. Unfortunately, we have been unable to 

find any confirmatory biographical data for 

this lady but record here that she also sent 

shells to Lyons (Fig. 18), lots #2017.08, 

#1983.4741 and #2001.129.04. 
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Bear Haven and the Puxleys 

There are 21 lots present bearing the locality 

ɈBear Havenɉ a location in Bantry Bay, SW Ire-

land. There is a single label linking their prove-

nance to a Miss Puxley (Fig. 19). However, 

Lieut.-General Bingham is also implicated as 

Leach in Gray (1852) notes that a J.L. Puxley 

sent a shell to Gen. Bingham that Leach 

subsequently described as Buccinum puxleia-

num (now Buccinum humphreysianum Bennett, 

1824). Brown (1827, 1844) describes his 

Brochus arcuatus as ɈFound in sand, at Bear 

Haven ---- by General Bingham, in his cabinetɉ. 

As Lyons received shells from Bingham, both 

Bingham and Puxley are possible sources. A 

Mrs Puxley is cited five times by Forbes & Han-

ley (1853) and four times by Jeffreys (1862-68). 

The JL Puxley mentioned by Leach in Gray 

(1852) can be traced to a John Lavellin Puxley 

formerly of Cork and listed as a landowner in 

the parish of Bear Haven. He and his family 

subsequently appear in the 1841 census of 

Laugharne (Pembrokeshire) and again in 1851 

now in Tenby. In this last census they have a 

visitor, one Jane Lyons (1805-1879) eldest 

daughter of William Lyons. This is the daugh-

ter who donated some of the conchological 

books belonging to William Lyons to Tenby 

Museum in 1885. 

Bantry Bay is a frequent locality in shell collec-

tions probably because of the diverse species to 

be found in the coral (maerl) sands. The locali-

ty appears in the biological literature first in 

1809 (Lyne, 1983) when Lewis Weston Dillwyn, 

William Elford Leach and Joseph Woods make 

a collecting trip and visit the famous Irish Bota-

nist Ellen Hutchins at her home in Ballylickey, 

Bantry Bay. (Harrison & Smith, 2008). Although 

most well known as a botanist Ellen Hutchins 

also collected shells and Leach na-

med Persiphona hutchinsiana [now Alvania 

cimex (L. 1758)] for her after a shell she sent to 

him (Harrison and Smith, 2008; 99). William 

Turton and his daughter acknowledge the hos-

pitality of the 1st Earl and Countess of Bantry 

(Viscount Beerhaven) at their Ɉnoble houseɉ 

Bantry House and note some shells collected 

there (Turton,1819: 260). 

The non-marine molluscs  
examined by Kennard (1944) 

J.S. Miller 

J.S. Miller (?-1830) was Curator of the museum 

in Bristol during the early part of the 19th cen-

tury. He was primarily interested in palaeonto-

logy, particularly crinoids. He wrote a single 

paper (Miller, 1822) on the land and freshwater 

molluscs of the Bristol district. In this paper he 

describes Turbo everetti, Helix allaria, Helix 

subrufescens and Helix goodalli. The presence 

of trade cards in the Lyons collection suggests 

that Miller was a serious collector and proba-

bly had a formal arrangement for exchanging 

shells. A biography of Miller can be found in 

the Philosophical Magazine (Anonymous, 1831). 

Kennard (1944) attributed 8 lots to JS Miller the 

most important taxonomically being two lots 

attributable to new species described by Miller. 

Their significance was noted by Kennard 

(1944) who suggested they may represent para-

types but the loss of the Miller collection in 

Bristol due to bombing of the museum during 

the Second World War raises their status to 

syntype. 

Helix goodalli J.S. Miller, 1822, now Opeas 

hannense (Rang, 1831). 

Type locality: The pineries at Bristol (Fig. 20a). 

Type material: Possible syntypes, 4 shells, 

Found in the pineries at Bristol. Leg. J.S. Miller. 

As Cochlicella clavulus. TENBM 2001.129.12 

Type locality: Pineries (pineapple cultivation 

beds) Bristol, England.  

Type reference: Miller, J.S. 1822: 381 not figu-

red.  

These shells are from the type locality as given 

by Miller (1822) and with the absence of type 

material in the Bristol Museum can be re-

garded as possible syntypes. The pineries men-

tioned were beds for raising pineapples and 

were kept at a raised temperature ideally sui-

ted for this hot-house alien. There are cur-

rently only 12 recorded occurrences of this 

species in the UK (NBN Gateway, 2019) but is 

fairly common as a hothouse alien (pers. 

½hh[hDL9 
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comm. Ben Rowson).  

A second lot that Kennard (1944) also attri-

buted to J.S. Miller is present but carries no 

locality data and is not considered as type ma-

terial. 4 shells, No locality. As Helix cochlicella. 

Leg. J.S. Miller. TENBM.2001.129.42 (Fig. 20b). 

Original description 

A subperforated, turreted, pellucid, pale cor-

neus, or almost white shell, having six to seven 

volutions, and an ovate aperture. 

Helix subrufescens J.S. Miller, 1822, 

now Zenobiella subrufescens (J.S. Miller, 1822) 

(Fig. 21). 

Type material: Possible syntypes, 2 fragmenta-

ry shells, No locality, As Helix subrufescens. 

Leg. J.S. Miller. TENBM 2001.129.44 

Type locality: Environs of Bristol  

Type reference: In. Miller, J.S. 1822: 379 not 

figured. 

Original description 

A subumbilicated, very slightly carinated, irre-

gularly striated, slightly raised, diaphanous 

shells, with five volutions, and a somewhat 

round lunated aperture.  

Kennard (1944) believed that these shells came 

from J.S. Miller and were therefore paratypes 

and that he knew of no specimens of this 

species in the Alder collection in Newcastle. 

Given that the Miller collection in Bristol has 

been lost we feel justified in suggesting that 

these shells can be considered as possible syn-

types even though there is no locality data with 

them. 

J.S. Miller Trade Cards 

The trade cards (Fig. 22) give Miller's private 

address suggesting that his conchology was not 

part of his museum duties and that perhaps he 

ran a shell dealership from his home.  
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